INFORMATIONS ABOUT INCT-SALINITY 
Name: Instituto Nacional de Ciência e Tecnologia em Salinidade (INCTSal)

Mission: Develop and coordenate basic and applied research, train human resources for salinity research, diffuse the research results to the production sector and promote the partnership between governmental agencies and the producers. 

Headquarters: Departamento de Bioquímica e Biologia Molecular (DBBM), Centro de Ciências da Universidade Federal do Ceará (UFC) – Campus do Pici 60455-970 – Fortaleza, CE, Brasil – Cx. Postal: 6039. 

Coordenator: Prof. Dr. José Tarquínio Prisco - Laboratório de Fisiologia Vegetal, Departamento de Bioquímica e Biologia Molecular (DBBM), Centro de Ciências da UFC (e-mail: jtprisco@uol.com.br, jtprisco.inctsal@ufc.br). 

Vice-Coordenators: Prof. Dr. Hans Raj Gheyi - Depto. de Engenharia Agrícola, UFCG (e-mail: hans@deag.ufcg.edu.br) e Prof. Dr. Enéas Gomes Filho - Departamento de Bioquímica e Biologia Molecular (DBBM), Centro de Ciências da UFC (e-mail: egomesf@ufc.br).

Governing Committee: 

Prof. Dr. José Tarquínio Prisco – Depto. de Bioquímica e Biologia Molecular, UFC (Chairman); Prof. Dr. Claudivan Feitosa de Lacerda - Depto. de Engenharia Agrícola, UFC; Prof. Dr. Fernando Felipe Ferreyra Hernandez – Depto. de Ciência do Solo, UFC; Prof. Dr. Hans Raj Gheyi – Depto. de Engenharia Agrícola, UFCG; Dr. Marlos Alves Bezerra - Embrapa Agroindústria Tropical, CNPAT; e, Prof. Dr. José Francismar de Medeiros – Depto. de Ciências Ambientais, UFERSA. 

External Advisers: 

Prof. Dr. Paulo Afonso Ferreira (Universidade Federal de Viçosa) e Dr. Ragab Ragab (Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, UK).
Main Researchers:

	NAME
	E-mail

	Adunias dos Santos Teixeira
	adunias@ufc.br

	Claudivan Feitosa de Lacerda
	cfeitosa@ufc.br

	Dirce Fernandes de Melo
	dirmelo@ufc.br

	Enéas Gomes Filho
	egomesf@ufc.br

	Enio Farias de França e Silva
	enio.silva@dtr.ufrpe.br

	Eunice Maia de Andrade
	eandrade@ufc.br

	Fábio Henrique Tavares de Oliveira
	fabio@ufersa.edu.br

	Fernando F. Ferreyra Hernandez
	ferrey@ufc.br

	Hans Raj Gheyi
	hans@deag.ufcg.edu.br

	Jaime Cavalcanti
	jaime.cavalcanti@cnpat.embrapa.br

	Joaquim Enéas Filho
	joaquime@ufc.br

	Joaquin Albenisio Silveira
	silveira@ufc.br

	José Francismar de Medeiros
	jfmedeir@ufersa.edu.br

	José Tarquínio Prisco
	jtprisco@uol.com.br

	Lilia Gomes Willadino
	lilia@pq.cnpq.br

	Lourival Ferreira Cavalcante
	lofeca@cca.ufpb.br

	Lúcia Helena Garófalo Chaves
	lucia.garofalo@pq.cnpq.br

	Marlos Alves Bezerra
	marlos@cnpat.embrapa.br

	Pedro Dantas Fernandes
	pdantas@insa.gov.br

	Raimundo Nonato Costa
	rntcosta@ufc.br


Main Research Areas: 

1. Basic Research: 1.1 Physiology, biochemistry and molecular biology of salt stress, responsible: Prof. Dr. Enéas Gomes Filho, DBBM/UFC; 1.2. Diagnostics and delimitation of  areas with saline soils and waters used for irrigation, responsible: Prof. Dr. Adunias dos Santos Teixeira, DENA/UFC;

2. Applied Research: 2.1. Salt tolerance of species and cultivars used in the irrigated agriculture and plant improvement and breeding aiming the production of more salt tolerant cultivars, responsible: Dr.. Marlos Alves Bezerra, Laboratório de Fisiologia Vegetal/CNPAT-EMBRAPA; 2.2. Control and management of salinity in the plant-soil and water system, responsible: Prof. Dr. José Francismar de Medeiros, DCA/UFERSA; e, 2.3. Recuperation and use of saline areas, responsible: Prof. Dr.. Hans Raj Gheyi, DEAG/UFCG.

Summary of Obtained  Results: 

During the first year the INCTSal concentrated its efforts in preparing an infra-structure to support both quantitative and qualitatively its research development. Several research equipments are being imported by CNPq, a plastic covered greenhouse and a screen greenhouse were mounted at the UFCG as well as the administrative office of the INCTSal. Six scholarships from CAPES (four MS at UFERSA, UFPB, UFCG and two Doctorate at UFERSA and UFC) and 24 scholarships from CNPq (10 IC, 5 DTI-3, 4 AT-NM, 4 AT-NS and 1 PDJ) were implemented. The INCTSal and the Committee for Science and Technology of the Ceará State House of Representatives promoted a public hearing on salinity problems at the irrigation districts of northeast, specially from Ceará aiming to promote the partnership between governmental agencies and the producers (farmers). A final document based on suggestions from the audience, containing proposed actions and responsibilities was prepared. Although the INCTSal research results are few its staff is optimistic about the possibility of identifying physiological and biochemical markers that could be used in plant improvement aiming the increase in salt tolerance. Another promising area of research refers to the identification of plant developmental phases with differential salinity tolerance. This would make possible the use of lower quality during developmental stages that are more stress tolerant. It will be held the first Brazilian Symposium on Salinity between October 12 and 15 of this year when the INCTSal will present its Research Program which will be compared with the national research programs from USA, India and the United Kingdom. In addition, our researchers will present their results to be discussed with Brazilians, Americans, Indians and scientists from Europe.
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Greenhouse.
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Yellow passion fruit plants irrigated with saline water and biofertilized with manure. 
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Saline area before the establishment of a drainage system and the application of gypsum and organic matter (see the yellow coconut leaves). 
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The same area during the recuperation process (see the change in color of the coconut leaves). 

Fortaleza, July 05, 2010.

José Tarquínio Prisco

Coordenator of the INCTSal.







